
1. A gang-type rotary lawn mower comprising ~* 
a frame supported by wheels for movement over the ground, 
a power source which is mounted on the frame and which 
drives at least two of the wheels, 

an operator's seat mounted on the frame, 

a steering system enabling the operator to steer the lawn 
mower , 

at least two side-by-side front rotary cutting deck 
assemblies mounted on the frame, the front deck assemblies 
defining a gap between adjacent front deck assemblies, and 

at least one rear rotary cutting deck assembly mounted on 
the frame behind the front deck assemblies, each rear deck 
assembly being aligned with a respective gap between adjacent 
front deck assemblies, 

each of the front and rear deck assemblies including a 
single-spindle cutting deck defining a downwardly opening space, 
a single spindle mounted for rotation about a generally vertical 
axis within the space, and at least one cutting blade mounted on 
the spindle for rotation therewith. 




3. A lawn, mower as set forth in claim 1 wherein each deck 
assembly also includes a rear roller supporting the associated 
deck for movemenA over the ground, and wherein the deck has a 
width such that the roller extends across substantially the 
entire width of the \ieck. 


4. A lawn mower as set forth in claim 3 wherein each of the 
front and rear deck assemblies includes a pair of laterally- 
spaced, generally vertically-extending side plates having forward 
ends, a first front whee* supporting one of the side plates for 
movement over the ground^^anM a/ second front wheel supporting the 
other of the side plates foA movement over the ground, wherein 
the rear roller extends betweeA the side plates and supports the 
side plates for movement over the ground, wherein the associated 
deck is located between the side plates and in front of the 
roller and is mounted on the side Alates such that the height of 
the deck relative to the ground is Adjustable. 


5. A lawn mower as set forth in^claim 1 wherein each deck 
assembly also includes a hydraulic motar which is mounted on the 
deck and which is drivingly connected t© the spindle. 
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6. \A lawn mower as set forth in claim 1 wherein each deck 
assembly includes a set of cutting blades mounted on the spindle 
for rotatioA therewith, the set of blades including a lower, 
leading blade\ having a leading cutting edge and an upwardly 
angled trailinq edge, and an upper, trailing blade having a 
leading cutting ^edge for cutting clippings deflected upwardly by 
the upwardly angled trailing edge of the leading blade, the 
trailing blade extending at a non-perpendicular angle relative to 
the leading blade so\that clippings coming off the trailing edge 
of the leading blade ar€n?Crt immediately by the trailing blade 
before the clippings/st&rt sjwirling around within the space. 

7. A lawn mower as aet\ forth in claim 1 wherein each deck 
assembly is connected to the frame by a cross member connected to 
the frame for pivotal movement about a generally vertical axis 
and about a generally horizonral axis extending in the forward- 
rearward direction, the cross member having opposite, laterally- 
spaced ends, one of the cross member ends being connected to one 
of the side plates of the associated deck assembly for pivotal 
movement about a generally horizontal, laterally-extending axis 
adjacent the forward ends of the sioe plates, and the other of 
the cross member ends being connected to the other of the side 
plates of the associated deck assemble for pivotal movement about 
the generally horizontal, laterally-extending axis- 


8. \a lawn mower as set forth in claim 7 wherein each of the 
deck assemblies is connected to the frame by a respective 
generally L-fehaped, horizontally-extending arm having a 
laterally-extending inner leg with an inner end connected to the 
frame for pivotal, movement about a generally horizontal axis 
extending in the forward-rearward direction, and the arm having 
an outer leg extend)s^Lg~^n the forward-rearward direction, the 
outer leg having an oWter end, and wherein the cross member is 
mounted on the outer and' of the outer leg. 

9. A lawn mower as srat forth in claim 8 wherein the arm is 
operable to lift the associated deck assembly relative to the 
frame. \ 

10. A lawn mower as set forHth in claim 1 wherein each deck 
assembly is connected to the framA by a respective lifting arm 
operable to lift the associated decJt assembly relative to the 
frame, such that each of the deck assemblies is connected by its 
own lifting arm to the frame. \ 
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ll\ A rotary lawn mower comprising 

a fr\me supported by wheels for movement over the ground, 
a powet source which is mounted on the frame and which 
drives at leafct two of the wheels, 

an operator's seat mounted on the frame, 

a steering \ystem enabling the operator to steer the lawn 
mower , and \ 

a rotary cuttirVg deck assembly including a pair of 
laterally-spaced, generally vertically-extending side plates 
which have forward endsV^nd whic^i are supported for movement over 
the ground, a single-spindle cutting deck defining a downwardly 
opening space, the d( gck J zeibiq located between the side plates and 
being mounted on the side pirates such that the height of the deck 
relative to the ground is adjustable, a single spindle mounted 
for rotation about a generally Vertical axis within the space, 
and at least one cutting blade mounted on the spindle for 
rotation therewith, the deck assembly being connected to the 
frame by a cross member connected t A the frame for pivotal 
movement about a generally vertical axis and about a generally 
horizontal axis extending in the f orwafid-rearward. direction, the 
cross member having opposite, laterallyAgpaced ends, one of the 
cross member ends being connected to one of the side plates for 
pivotal movement about a generally horizontal, laterally- 
extending axis adjacent the forward ends of\the side plates, and 
the other of the cross member ends being connected to the other 
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the side Vlates for pivotal movement about the generally 
horizontals laterally-extending axis . 

12. A laVn mower as set forth in claim 11 wherein the deck 
assembly is connected to the frame by a generally L-shaped, 
horizontally-extending arm having a laterally-extending inner leg 
with an inner end Connected to the frame for pivotal movement 
about a generally hdr>srcmtal axis extending in the forward- 
rearward direction/ a\d the\arm having an outer leg extending in 
the forward-rearwaxd^dlSrectti/on, the outer leg having an outer 
end, and wherein the crctes member is mounted on the outer end of 
the outer leg. V 

13. A lawn mower as set forth in claim 12 wherein the arm 
is operable to lift the deck Assembly relative to the frame. 

14. A lawn mower as set fourth in claim 11 wherein the deck 
assembly also includes a hydraulic motor which is mounted on the 
deck and which is drivingly connected to the spindle. 
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15\ A lawn mower as set forth in claim 11 wherein the deck 
assembly \ncludes a set of cutting blades mounted on the spindle 
for rotation therewith, the set of blades including a lower, 
leading blad\ having a leading cutting edge and an upwardly 
angled trailing edge, and an 1 upper, trailing blade having a 
leading cutting\dge for cutting clippings deflected upwardly by 
the upwardly angled trailing edge of the leading blade, the 
trailing blade extending at a non-perpendicular angle relative to 
the leading blade so/Chat^lippings coming off the trailing edge 
of the leading blade atfe cu4 immediately by the trailing blade 
before the clippings--s^i:t Swirling around within the space. 

16- A lawn mower as sw: forth in claim 11 wherein the deck 
assembly also includes a fir^t front wheel supporting one of the 
side plates for movement over fthe ground, a second front wheel 
supporting the other of the sidA plates for movement over the 
ground, and a rear roller extending between the side plates and 
supporting the side plates for movement over the ground, wherein 
the deck is located in front of the Voller, and wherein the deck 
has a width such that the roller extends across substantially the 
entire width of the deck. \ 
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17. A ikwn mower as set forth in claim 11 wherein the ends 
of the cross metaber have thereon respective downwardly extending 
arms, the arms having respective lower ends, the lower end of one 
of the arms beinrgxconn^cted to one of the side plates for pivotal 
movement about/ theV^narally horizontal, laterally-extending 
axis, and the lower\eVd of the other of the arms being connected 
to the other of the \i\e plates for pivotal movement about the 
generally horizontal , \laterally-extending axis. 


18L. A gang-type rotary lawn mower comprising 
a f isame , 

a paiV of front wheels supporting the frame for movement 
over the ground, 

a pair o3£ rear wheels supporting the frame for movement over 
the ground, \ 

a power source which is mounted on the frame and which 
drives at least one of the pairs of wheels , 

an operator's seat mounted on the frame, 

a steering system enabling the operator to steer the lawn 
mower, /\ \ 

at least two s(we-b\-syLde front rotary cutting deck 
assemblies mounted on theoErame in front of the front wheels, the 
front deck assemblies defining a gap between adjacent front deck 
assemblies, and \ 

at least one rear rotary qutting deck assembly mounted on 
the frame behind the front wheels and in front of the rear 
wheels, each rear deck assembly being aligned with a respective 
gap between adjacent front deck assemblies, 

each of the front and rear decw assemblies including a pair 
of laterally-spaced, generally vertically-extending side plates 
having forward ends, a first front whetel supporting one of the 
side plates for movement over the ground, a second front wheel 
supporting the other of the side plates ttor movement over the 
ground, a rear roller extending between t^ie side plates and 
supporting the side plates for movement ouer the ground, a 


singleAspindle cutting deck defining a downwardly opening space, 
the deck\being located between the side plates and in front of 
the rolleA and being mounted on the side plates such that the 
height of trte deck relative to the ground is adjustable, the deck 
having a width such that the roller extends across substantially 
the entire width of the deck, a single spindle mounted for 
rotation about a\generally vertical axis within the space, at 
least one cutting lolade mounted on the spindle for rotation 
therewith, and \ 

each of the deck\assemblies being connected to the frame by 
a respective generally^r-sha^ed, horizontally-extending lifting 
arm operable to lif f the\assoo£ated deck assembly relative to the 
frame, such that each of Ime peck assemblies is connected by its 
own lifting arm to the frames each arm having a laterally- 
extending inner leg with an iVher end connected to the frame for 
pivotal movement about a generally horizontal axis extending in 
the forward-rearward direction, Vnd each arm having an outer leg 
extending in the f orward-rearward\direction, the outer leg having 
an outer end, and a cross member mounted on the outer end of the 
outer leg for pivotal movement about\ a generally vertical axis 
and about a generally horizontal axis\extending in the forward- 
rearward direction, the cross member having opposite, laterally- 
spaced ends, one of the cross member ends being connected to one 
of the side plates of the associated deck\ assembly for pivotal 
movement about a generally horizontal, laterally-extending axis 
adjacent the forward ends of the side platea, and the other of 
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the cross member ends being connected to the other of the side 
plates of\the associated deck assembly for pivotal movement about 
the generally horizontal, laterally-extending axis. 


19. A rawn mower as set forth in claim 18 wherein each deck 
assembly also \ncludes a hydraulic motor which is mounted on the 
deck and which iys drivingly connected to the spindle. 


S 


20. A lawn Adwer as Aet forth in claim 18 wherein each deck 


assembly includes* 


cutting blades mounted on the spindle 


for rotation therewith^ tfte set of blades including a lower, 
leading blade having a JSeadrng cutting edge and an upwardly 
angled trailing edge, and\an upper, trailing blade having a 
leading cutting edge for cutting clippings deflected upwardly by 
the upwardly angled trailing\edge of the leading blade, the 
trailing blade extending at a\non-perpendicular angle relative to 
the leading blade so that clippings coming off the trailing edge 
of the leading blade are cut imirtediately by the trailing blade 
before the clippings start swirling around within the space. 
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